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=z Cornerbook Club

With the new lease of life and energy in the church and the fresh momentum taking hold of our hearts th
summer.

It is a good time to announce the launch of our very own '‘Book Club' at Cornerstone Church.

No longer do you need to resist telling everyone you meet about the great inspiring life changing book yo
have been reading. Now you will have an opportunity to spread your wings in freedom to discuss what ir
terested you, what challenged you, what inspired you, what you learnt, what you heard, what message y
picked up, what you enjoyed, what made you laugh or cry, namely, to talk about every unexplored noo
and cranny of a chosen book.

It is proposed that we meet once a month, that the books chosen do not need to fall into a particular ca
gory but that a suggested book must appeal to the majority of those in the bookclub.

Each person in the club gets their turn to suggest the next book and after each meeting on a particular bo
a volunteer writes up a review on the merits and weaknesses of that particular book resulting from the di
cussion provoked. This review then appears in the monthly newsletter encouraging others to read tho
book found to be particularly inspiring.(And avoid those others!)

‘Secret Believers' is the book that has been chosen for our first book club meeting which will happen in tf
second week of September. Extra grace and reading time has been allowed until we get the hang of thing
Secret Believers is a book about what happens when Muslims turn to Christ. It is the terrifying true storie
of the men and women still living in strict Islamic states and the isolation and rejection they suffer in theit
daily lives as a result of converting to Christianity. What is particularly fascinating about this book is the
fact it is happening now, that it is a very current issue and the names and identities of the people writte
about have had to be changed to protect them.

The author , Brother Andrew, known for his controversial book 'God's

Smugglers' which sold ten million copies in the late 60's continues the story of his incredible ministry anc
passionate call for Christians to engage the issue of the Middle East.

So get reading! Please speak to Melanie for more information and to register your interest and get hold
your copies of the book available in Dun Laoghaire Christian Book shop .

'SECRET BELIEVERS' BROTHER ANDREW and AL JANSSEN (Hodder)

| F STUDENTS WROTE THE Bl BLEe.

PAUL6S LETTER TO THE ROMANS WOULD BECOME PA
abuse@romans.gov

ON BEHALF OF ALL OF US HERE AT CORNER-
STONE, WE WOULD LIKE TO CONGRATULATE

Charles and Nwe

ON THEIR ENGAGEMENT.
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60Our Cel | recently decided to spend a night t
deeper | evel It was really of the Lord O6cause
disagree with that but sometimes one must stand alone in what one believes in! The location we staye
absolutely superb and thanks to Shirley and the Lord it was just right, in fact we were quite spoiled. I lo
minute of it. The house we hired was set in a beautiful wooded area surrounded by several acres of lu
land. Inside was a cross between a 5 star hotel and your own home. It had a lot of modern furnishing
features such as | ovely spacious bedrooms equi
t hat were warmly decorated with cosy chairs. (
we were all starving. Just to see everyone standing around or sitting together at the table felt like we we
big happy family. After dinner we had a time of Praise and Worship which was quite special, we really
into God. After a time of praying to the Lord for one another we had more tea at which point | was ama
Larry and Kay were still awake chatting until 2am. They seemed to have more energy than some of the
adults. | could go on and on but in conclusion, 1 would say | had a powerful time in the presence of God
really precious part about t

day was, | spent time fello
shipping with my family and

got to know themin a

deeper-Kelyay.

/A .

6l sn6t it amazing how tdaeLdeth'

places? Well, | guess | exdptonalspan 01

but He does surprise me, usually just when | am
about to give up. | searched for hours trying to

find the ideal location for our evening away, until
at the |l ast minute a pi
popped up on my comput e
thought to myself, and it most certainly did exceed
all of our expectations. We arrived later than we
had hoped (and got a little bit lost) but over

dinner we all seemed to relax in the ambiance of
6famil yé. We praised an
early hours and although we were tired, many of
us stayed up longer just to fellowship. | can most
sincerely add that I f

cious and homely

feeling, but because | was among my fellow

brothers and sisters. Being in such close proximity

to one ar®theo brokeddBwndarrers anGforgesit h o u
strongér Honds bebwveen usham impdrtanicpart ird |
the process of forging ahead as a body in Christ. |
honestly believe that much healing took place and
many of us were encouraged. My only complaint

was that the time was too short. | would have

bbveavto stay &and Imgeelahgewie thelcompany ad t h
the Lord and all who committed to this powerful
time. Thank you everybody
elt like | was O0homeShifleyno
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The Democratic Republic of Congo is formerly knowgroups attack local communities, loot, rape, kidnap
as Zaire and is the third largest country by area on theomen and children and make them work as slaves.
African continent. The ClaistanityésChe maoo religiondodowed byhappnokie r
The capital city is Kinshasa and French is the officialmately 94% of the population, comprising Roman
language. There is an estimated total of 242 languadéatholic 55%, Protestant 29%, Kimbanguist 10%. The
spoken in the Democratic Republic of Congo but onlgemaining population is made up of Muslim and
four have the status of national languages, namely traditional religions which embody such concepts as
Kikongo, Lingala, Tshiluba and Swabhili. President monotheism(the belief that there is only one god),
Joseph Kabila rules over an estimated population of @ mism(the belief that all things in nature have a soul),
million, 30% of whom live in urban areas that have vitalism, spirit and ancestor worship, witchcraft and
been the most open to Western influences. The remaorcery.
der of the inhabitants live in mainly rural areas. The The culture of the Democratic Republic of Congo
countryds currency i s Coefegtothedigeesity bfritahardreds of ethnic groups
The Congo experiences large amounts of precipitati@md their differing ways of life throughout the country.
and has the highest frequency of thunderstorms on Since the late 19th century, traditional ways of life have
earth. The economy has declined drastically since thendergone changes brought about by colonialism, the
mid 1980s even though this nation is endowed with &truggle for independence, the stagnation of the Mobutt
era, and most recently, the First and Second Congo
Wars. Despite these pressures, the customs, and
cultures of the Congo have retained much of their
individuality. A notable feature in Congo culture is its
sui generis music. The DROC has blended its ethnic
musical sources with Cuban Rumba and Merengue to
give birth to Soukous. This country is also renowned
for its art. Traditional pieces includes wooden statues
and masks.
The rainforest contain great biodiversity, and include
many rare and endemic species, such as both species ¢
chimpanzee: the common chimpanzee and the bonobo
(also known as the Pygmy Chimpanzee), mountain
gorilla, okapi and white
national parks ate listed as World Heritage Sites.
The civil war and resultant poor economic conditions
have endangered much of this biodiversity. Many park
wardens were either killed or could no longer afford to
continue their work. Over the past century the DROC
vast potential wealth. Gas degetoped istothelrcentrenobwhdt kaé seenicaledg
producer of cobalt (as ore) and a major producerof t he Centr al African O6bush
copper and industrial diamonds. another word for the meat of wild animals. This
After the war situation the life of women has becomeproblem has arisen largely as a result of the poor living
more precarious. Violence against women seems to tenditions, rising population and deplorable economic
perceived by large sectors of society as normal. A conditions. Many Congolese become dependent on
phenomenon of O0pendul umbudhmeap kithec ie arveantd dcquineansome or as they
developed, where people hasten to safety at night. are dependent on it for food. Unemployment and
According to a UN special Rapporteur on Violence, urbanisation have exacerbated the problem further.
Yakin Erturk, who toured eastern Congo in July 200%Gorillas and both species of chimpanzee are classified
violence against women in North and South Kivu(2 ods Endangered by the World Conservation Union, as
26 provinces) included wellastheakgpi, which ik @&so bative to thé ared.y 6 .
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