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¶ Bertha Belch, a missionary from Africa, 
will be speaking tonight at Calvary Meth-
odist. Come hear Bertha Belch all the 

way from Africa. 

¶ Announcement in a church bulletin for a 
national PRAYER & FASTING Confer-
ence: "The cost for attending the Fasting 

& Prayer Conference includes meals. 

¶ The sermon this morning: "Jesus Walks 
on the Water." 
 The sermon tonight: "Searching for    

Jesus." 

¶ Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. 
It's a chance to get rid of those things 
not worth keeping around the house. 

Don't forget your husbands. 

¶ The peacemaking meeting scheduled for 
today has been cancelled due to a con-

flict. 

¶ Remember in prayer the many who are 
sick of our community. Smile at some-
one who is hard to love. Say "Hell" to 
someone who doesn't care much about 

you. 

¶ Don't let worry kill you off - let the 

Church help. 

¶ Miss Charlene Mason sang "I will not 
pass this way again," giving obvious 

pleasure to the congregation. 

¶ For those of you who have children and 
don't know it, we have a nursery down-

stairs. 

¶ Next Thursday there will be try outs for 
the choir. They need all the help they 

can get. 

¶ Barbara remains in the hospital and 
needs blood donors for more transfu-
sions. She is also having trouble sleep-
ing and requests tapes of Pastor Jack's 

sermons. 

¶ The Rector will preach his farewell mes-
sage after which the choir will sing:        
" Break Forth Into Joy." 
 

¶ Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were 
married on October 24 in the church. So 
ends a friendship that began in their 

school days. 

¶ A bean supper will be held on Tuesday 
evening in the church hall. Music will fol-

low. 

¶  At the evening service tonight, the ser-
mon topic will be "What Is Hell?"                    
Come early and listen to our choir prac-

tice. 

¶ Eight new choir robes are currently 
needed due to the addition of several 
new members and to the deterioration of 

some older ones. 

¶ Scouts are saving aluminium cans, bot-
tles and other items to be recycled. Pro-

ceeds will be used to cripple children. 

¶ Please place your donation in the enve-
lope along with the deceased person 

you want remembered. 

¶ Attend and you will hear an excellent 

speaker and heave a healthy lunch. 

¶ The church will host an evening of fine 
dining, super entertainment and gra-

cious  hostility. 

¶ The ladies of the Church have cast off 
clothing of every kind. They may be seen 

in the basement on Friday afternoon.      

 

 
 

These sentences actually appeared in church bulletins or  

were announced in church services: 
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A baby sleeps on his Motherõs arm, 

She keeps him safe, and nice and warm, 

Thatõs loving; 

 

Sharing with people who are poor, 

When they came knocking at my door. 

Thatõs loving; 

 

To visit the sick and comfort the dying, 

To call to a prison where robbers are lying 

Thatõs loving; 

 

But the greatest love that a man can give 

Is to  give His own life that others may live 

Thatõs loving 

 

This God did, when He gave His Son, 

To save us all, and make us one 

Thatõs love. 

 

By  Kay Clare 

 

¶ This evening at 7 PM there will be a 
hymn sing in the park across from the 
Church. Bring a blanket and come pre-

pared to sin. 

¶ Ladies Bible Study will be 
held Thursday morning at 10 
AM. All ladies are invited to 
lunch in the Fellowship Hall 

after the B.S. is done. 

¶ The pastor would appreciate it 
if the    ladies of the congrega-
tion would lend him their elec-
tric girdles for the pancake                                                                                      

breakfast next Sunday. 

¶ Low Self Esteem Support Group will 
meet Thursday at 7 PM. Please use the  

back door. 

¶ The eighth-graders will be presenting 
Shakespeare's Hamlet in the 

Church basement Friday at 7 PM. 
The congregation is invited to at-

tend this tragedy. 
 

¶ Weight Watchers will meet at 7 
PM at the First Presbyterian 

Church. Please use large double 
door at the side entrance. 

 

¶ The Associate Minister unveiled the 
church's new tithing campaign slogan 
last Sunday: "I Upped My Pledge ! - Up 

Yours!" 
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 Of all of the forms of execution devised by man, crucifixion was 

one of the most tortuous. Unlike such methods as hanging or 

beheading, which were at least relatively quick and painless, the 

agony of crucifixion could go on for many hours, or even days. 

But then, that seemed to be the point - the authorities wanted the 

condemned person to suffer as much as possible, for as long as 

possible, to serve as a warning to others. Crucifixion wasn't just a 

form of execution - it was also a political tool devised to keep the 

people in line. 

Crucifixion: Crucifixion became a common form of execution in 

the ancient world. 

The usual crucifixion began with the victim being flogged and 

severely beaten. He was then forced to carry or drag the cross-

beam of the cross to the place of execution, where the upright 

post was already firmly fixed in the ground. He was then bound 

or nailed to the crossbeam which was then raised up and attached 

to the post about 10 to 12 feet (3 or 4 meters) off the ground. The 

feet were then nailed to the post. The legs were then often broken 

with an iron bar. 

The death of the victim, depending upon age and physical condi-

tion, would usually be the result of heart failure, suffocation or 

exhaustion - but rarely soon. In some cases, it could take days. 

Jesus Christ was a strong, perfectly healthy young man when He 

was arrested on The Night He Was Betrayed. And yet He died on 

the cross at Calvary ,"Place of The Skull,"  within hours. How is 

it that He died so unusually soon? Pontius Pilate was surprised 

when he found that Jesus was already dead (Mark 15:44), even 

though Pilate well-knew how severely He was beaten before-

hand. Pilate was surprised because he knew what the normal out-

come of crucifixion meant in terms of time. 

There are two major schools of thought regarding how Christ 

died - that He simply died of Himself, or that He was killed by a 

Roman soldier with a spear. Both can be supported by Scripture. 

Did Christ Die Of Himself? 

There are Scriptures that support the belief that Jesus Christ died, 

unexpectedly, of Himself, well before the other two men who 

were crucified with Him that day. 

"Therefore doth My Father love Me, because I lay 

down My life, that I might take it again. No man 

taketh it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I 

have power to lay it down, and I have power to 

take it again." (John 10:17-18 KJV) 

"And Jesus cried with a loud voice, and gave up 

the ghost." (Mark 15:37 KJV) (note: the original 

Greek word translated as "ghost" meant simply 

breath). 

"And Pilate marvelled if He were already dead: 

and calling unto him the centurion, he asked him 

whether He had been any while dead. And when 

he knew it of the centurion, he gave the body to 

Joseph." (Mark 15:44-45 KJV) 

The primary argument against the Christ dying of Himself is that 

the Passover Lamb, of which Christ was the fulfilment, was to be 

actually slain, not simply die of itself. 

Was Jesus Christ Speared To Death? 

The spearing: 

The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bod-

ies should not remain upon the cross on the Sabbath day, for that 

Sabbath day was an high day, besought Pilate that their legs 

might be broken, and that they might be taken away. Then came 

the soldiers, and brake the legs of the first, and of the other which 

was crucified with him. But when they came to Jesus, and saw 

that he was dead already, they brake not his legs: But one of the 

soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there 

out blood and water." (John 19:31-34 KJV) 

(note: the Sabbath described in the verses above was not the 

regular weekly Sabbath, but a "high day," an annual Sabbath, the 

first day of The Feast Of Unleavened Bread - there were two 

Sabbaths in the week that the Christ was crucified) 

Many assume that the soldier speared The Body of the Messiah 

after they knew He was dead (how did they know?), but why 

would he do that? Sheer maliciousness could be one answer, but 

that would still leave the big question unanswered - why then 

was Jesus already dead, before the other two men who were 

flogged and crucified with Him, and well before Pilate expected, 

even though Pilate knew how severely He was beaten? 

People who die of suffocation or heart failure don't usually do so 

"with a loud voice" as Jesus did (Mark 15:37 KJV). If you've 

ever witnessed someone having a heart attack, or choking on a 

piece of food, you know how relatively quiet they are - people 

beside them often don't realize what is happening until the person 

collapses. But, people who have been suddenly stabbed do natu-

rally cry out "with a loud voice" from the pain and the shock. 

Also, dead people do not have the blood pressure to produce a 

"sudden flow of blood" as described in John 19:34 but people 

who are still alive do produce a "sudden flow of blood." 

Throughout the Bible, Jesus Christ is referred to as "The Lamb of 

God" (John 1:29) which is a direct reference to the slaying of the 

Passover lamb that was always done by its shed blood, from 

someone actually killing it (Exodus 12:6-7). It was not to be 

strangled (i.e. suffocated, as happened to crucifixion victims after 

their legs were broken - hanging from the arms alone eventually 

causes suffocation from the person unable to inhale because the 

full body weight would then have to be drawn upward with the 

chest muscles). It is also very interesting to note that none of the 

lamb's bones were to be broken (Numbers 9:12), something that 

was not done to the Christ. 

Fact Finder: Is salvation made possible by the actual shed blood 

of Jesus Christ? 

1 Peter 1:19, Hebrews 10:17-20,                                             

Revelation 1:5-6 Page 4 

http://www.keyway.ca/htm2002/christ.htm
http://www.keyway.ca/htm2004/20040404.htm
http://www.keyway.ca/htm2002/calvary.htm
http://www.keyway.ca/htm2002/pilate.htm
http://www.keyway.ca/htm2004/20040406.htm
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in the hands of Christians when we seek selfish desires instead of fruit-bearing 

in the  mission of advancing the Gospel. John 15:7 tells us that if the words of 

Jesus abide in us, we will pray with power and  effectiveness, both for our good 

and Godôs glory. Four truths about prayer come from meditating on this Scrip-

ture in its wider context.  

 

Fruit Bearing  
God designed prayer to give His disciples the joy of bearing fruit while God 

Himself gets the glory. Jesus said, ñIf you abide in me, and my words abide in 

you, ask whatever you wish, and it shall be done for you. By this is my Father 

glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be my disciplesò (John 15:7-

8).In verse 16. Jesus says to His disciples, ñYou did not choose me, but I chose 

you, and appointed you, that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit 

should remain, that whatever you ask of the Father in my name, he may give to 

you.ò 

The logical connection between the two parts of this verse is important. Jesus 

says, in effect, ñI have given you a fruit-bearing mission in order that your 

prayers might be answered! òYou would expect His words to be just the reverse: 

God will give you what you ask in order that you might have a fruit-bearing mission. But Jesus says it the other way around: I give 

you a fruit-bearing mission in order that the Father might answer your prayers. The point: Prayer malfunctions when it is not used in 

fruit-bearing. Therefore, since I want you to pray and to get answers to your prayers, I chose you and I appointed you to go and bear 

fruit. If you are not devoted to fruit-bearing, you have no warrant for expecting answers to prayer. 

Kingdom Desires 
Jesus taught us to pray, ñGive us this day our daily bread.ò And what could be more natural than the desire to eat? There are dozens 

of instances in the Bible of people praying for desiresðfor protection from enemies, escape from danger, success in vocation, fertil-

ity in marriage, recovery from sickness. Itôs not that those desires are wrong, but they should always be subordinate to spiritual de-

sires; Kingdom desires; fruit-bearing desires; Gospel-spreading, God-centered desires; Christ-exalting, God-glorifying desires. And 

when our natural desires are felt as a means to these greater desires, then they become the proper subject of prayer. Just before Jesus 

said to pray, ñGive us this day our daily bread,ò He said, ñMake it your heartôs desire that God would hallow His name and that the 

Kingdom would come and that the will of God would be done on earth.ò When your heart is caught up with these great desires, then 

having something to eat is not merely a natural desire, but a means to some great God-centered end. And then it is the proper subject 

of prayer. 

Used for His Ends 
If prayer is not for gratifying natural desires but for bearing fruit for God, the major challenge of prayer is to become the kind of 

people who are not dominated by natural desires, the kind of people who do not use God for their own ends but are utterly devoted 

to being used for His ends. 

This is why Jesus says, ñIf you abide in me and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it shall be done for you.ò The 

words of Jesus abiding in us make us those kind of people.  

Here are a few examples that show this in Johnôs writings: 

In 1 John 1:10 he says, ñIf we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.ò If the words of Jesus were 

abiding in us, we would have known ourselves betterðthat we have sinned. The words of Jesus abiding in us is the key to a true and 

humble assessment of ourselves that keeps us in line with Godôs purposes. 

In 1 John 2:14 John says, ñI write to you, young men, because é the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the evil 

one.ò So the words of Jesus abiding in us triumph over Satan and free us from the deceptions that would put us at odds with God and 

make natural desires dominate our lives. 

In John 14:24 Jesus says, ñWhoever does not love me does not keep my words.ò So if we keep the words of Jesusðif they abide in 

usðthey will define for us the path of love, precisely the path where prayer was designed to bear fruit. 

Saturated by His Words 
So the fourth and final truth about prayer is that the more we are saturated by the words of Jesus, the more our prayers will be an-

swered. The challenge of prayer in the year ahead is the challenge to become the kind of people who do not live at the level of mere 

natural desire, but who live to bear fruit for Godðto hallow His Name, seek His Kingdom and do His will. 

The key to becoming that kind of person is letting the words of Jesusðthe Word of God (John 3:34, 14:10, 17:8) ðabide in us. Be-

ing filled and saturated by the words of Scripture brings us so close to the mind of God that we pray in tune with His purposes and 

receive whatever we ask. 

 

John Piper is pastor for preaching and vision at Bethlehem Baptist Church in Minneapolis, Minn. 

All Scripture quotations are taken by permission from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of                                                                          

Good News Publishers. Adapted from the sermon ñAsk Whatever You Wish.ò ÉJohn Piper from the January 2008 issue of ñDecisionò magazine  



 I came to know 

God at the age of 

eight. God was call-

ing me then and in-

vited me to enter 

into the Kingdom of God. It was a difficult time in my 

young life and God showed me how much He cared 

for and loved me. God revealed Himself to me in a 

dream through an angel. The angel asked me if I 

would like to see the Kingdom of God. I didn't fully 

understand what this meant at this age. However what 

was particularly awesome and special to me in this 

dream, was feeling God's love which was like warm 

liquid fire that completely enveloped my body. It felt 

wonderful. I felt very warm and secure encapsulated 

in his love. 

 

This intervention by God into my life changed and 

marked it forever. I began to be drawn towards the 

Lord from this time on and curious to know this 

amazing God. I realised years later what the Lords' 

invitation  fully meant when Jesus said to Nicodemus 

in John 3:3 that "no one can see the Kingdom of God 

unless he is born again".  I did then make a deliberate 

decision to ask Jesus into my life and become born 

again. God is an amazing God.  

 

The words from Ephesians 1:4(amplified) are so spe-

cial to me ,which says: "Even as [in His love] He 

chose us [actually picked us out for Himself as His 

own] in Christ before the foundation of the world that 

we should be holy and set apart for Him in love." 

 

Whether I believe in predestination or free will 

choice, I don't really know, but I believe God is bigger 

than this doctrinal debate. What I do know beyond a 

shadow of a doubt is that God saw me, knew me, 

loved me and called me at eight years of age when I 

wasn't looking for him, though really needed Him. I 

then responded and with an act of my will wholeheart-

edly accepted His invitation. Mehaul Lawlor 
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Which Way to Heaven?  

Reverend Billy Graham tells of a time early in his ministry when he arrived in a small town to preach a sermon.  

Wanting to mail a letter, he asked a young boy where the post office was.  

When the boy had told him, Dr. Graham thanked him and said,  

"If you'll come to the Baptist Church this evening, you can hear me telling everyone how to get to                       

heaven."  The boy replied, "I don't think I'll be there... You don't even know your way to the                                    

post office." 

A Sunday School teacher asked the children, as they were on the way to church service,                                                         
"And why is it necessary to be quiet in church?" 
One bright little girl replied, "Because people are sleeping." 
 

A little boy opened the big, old family Bible with fascination, looking                                                                                   

at the old pages as he turned them. Then something fell out, and he                                                                           

picked it up and looked at it closely. It was an old leaf from a tree                                                                                     

that had been pressed in between the pages. 

"Momma, look what I found," the boy called out. 

"What have you got there, dear?" his mother asked. 

With astonishment in the his voice, he answered, "It's Adam's Suit!" 



 

Christians Connected had its second weekend 

away and it was a great success again!  It was 

definitely worth all the hard work.  People 

travelled from all over 

the country, from the 

north, south, east and 

west.  We had a good 

mixture of new people, 

as well as some who 

had attended the previ-

ous weekend in Kil-

kenny.  A lot of new 

friends and connections 

were made.  The loca-

tion was fabulous ï 

beautiful countryside and spectacular 

weather.  And the staff couldnôt have been 

more helpful.  The ñtable quiz with a twistò 

went down very well on the Friday night with 

a lot of participation and competition in the 

Karaoke, which lead to quite a late night for 

most.  On Saturday morning we had Caroline     

 

        

 

 

 

Perry and Kyle Holland sharing with us on      

communication.  We split into groups and 

when we got back together to compare notes, 

it lead to a very amusing 

but enlightening discus-

sion.  It really challenged 

us in how we think and 

how different people can 

perceive the same situa-

tion.  The Céile went 

down well with some peo-

ple needing a little persua-

sion before getting up to 

give us a jig!  But it was-

nôt long before the dance 

floor was hopping. On Sunday morning we 

had Kyle preaching, which lead to a time of 

ministry where a lot of people were touched 

and healed.  It was great to be able to have 

fun while still putting God at the centre of it 

all.  Praise God for His grace and love.    

Karen K 

Page 7 




